EWRT 2 Paper Guidelines

All Papers should meet the following requirements:

1. Paper Format: All papers must be typed, double spaced, on 8.5 x 11 white paper, with one inch margins, and a reasonable size font (about a 12, similar to this size paper). This is an MLA (Modern Language Association) style essay, and therefore should have your name, course name, and date on the top left hand corner of the first page, and the title centered. Please staple your paper in the top left hand corner, and no folders or covers.

2. Formal Essay Specifications: 

· Avoid vague words like “thing.” Strive to be as specific as possible in your language.

· No slang (bling), conversational language (well,), or profanity (crap) unless quoting.

· Avoid non-standard abbreviations (info, UCLA). *Mr., Mrs. are standard.

· Correctly spelled out numerals which can be written in two words or less (twelve, 2,649)

· No grammatical errors (Do your best and use your trusty handbook)

· Essays are written and discussed in the present tense (Carl Matheson analyzes The Simpsons.).

· When writing about an essay from our text, assume the audience has read the work. Do not retell the essay.

· Italicize (not underline) titles of full-length works like books, movies, TV shows etc. Quote works that are part of a larger work like articles, songs, or short stories.

3. Organization:

1) An introductory paragraph, which includes an introduction to the subject matter and the thesis statement.

2) At least three separate body paragraphs with topic sentences and lots of detail that directly support the thesis.

3) A conclusion that does not begin a new idea or subject

4) Logical transitions between paragraphs

4. Always bring two copies of your paper on the date it is due for peer editing.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Essay #1 (no outside research necessary; YOUR IDEAS)
Write a 3-4 page paper (approximately 250 words per page) on an aspect of TV in the USA spring-boarding off of the Reading the Signs suggestions at the end of an article we have read. The essay must have at least two quotes, paraphrases, or summaries from an article in the text and use correct MLA style format and documentation.

Examples: 1. After reading Carl Matheson’s essay “The Simpsons, Hyper-Irony, and the Meaning of Life”, choose from Reading the Signs topics page 295 to springboard into your own essay. Use quotes from this article or others (including our introduction) to help support or refute your claims.



Example Outline: * Only example – please don’t use this exact thesis, but create your own.
Thesis: Similar to The Simpsons, the success of comedy news shows is a sign that our culture is saturated with too much violence and negativity and need to absorb current events in a lighter way. 

a. The Daily Show with John Stewart  is a perfect example of the popularity of the lighter side of news.

b. Stephen Colbert is another comedic news show that ironically portrays the conservative news shows.

c. Real Time with Bill Maher on HBO adds jokes and celebrity comedians to the current topics discussed.

Example : 2. Analyze a TV show of your choosing, using quotes from the introduction to the text   



or “Video Dreams” to help support, refute or add to your essay.



Possible Outline:

Thesis: The hit reality show Housewives of Orange County (and the subsequent counties) is an unfortunate reminder that the media still portrays women as caddy, superficial, gold diggers.
a. The TV show focuses on the drama of women fighting and being vindictive.

b. The show ignores any real value of being a housewife and shows the value of expensive cars, plastic surgery, and good looks.

c. The show also portrays women as marrying for money.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Essay #2 (Your ideas with a little research)
Write a 3-4 page paper (approximately 250 words per page) in which you analyze some aspect of the Internet. This essay is similar to essay #1 but must incorporate or address at least one outside work, using correct MLA style format and documentation. 

Examples:

1) Choose from Reading the Signs topics at the end of one of the works we have read in the “You-topian Dreams” unit and use an outside work to help support your thesis.

2) Agree or disagree with one of the readings from out “You-topian Dreams” unit and find outside sources that give evidence to your thesis.

3) Select your own aspect of the Internet to analyze and use an outside work to help support your thesis.

Example Thesis:  The boom of online dating reflects our cultures desire for connection in a world in which we are often personally disconnected from community.

1. Many singles who try to find love online are isolated in office cubicles at their jobs as many workplaces offer less and less real connection.

2. With the onset of the need to commute to work, many singles sit alone in their cars for hours a day.

3. Once singles move to new cities for their jobs, they often find themselves isolated at home with the TV as their main source of entertainment.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Research Paper (much research necessary! YOUR AND CRITIC’S IDEAS)

Research a piece of popular culture that has fascinated you. Do you love shopping? Research a brand name. Do you love The Real World? Research the history and behind the scenes. Or maybe you love your car. Research the company’s history and advertising. Compile a bibliography (not necessarily all cited in your paper) that gives you a more critical understanding of the topic. Then make an overall thesis that states an informed analysis about that topic (not if you like it or not).

The paper should be 6-8 pages (approximately 250 words per page) and should accurately document at least 5 outside sources with correct MLA style. In addition the paper must include at least one summary, one paraphrase, one short quote, and one long indented quote.

Example:

Thesis:  While The Real World claims to be an authentic window into 5 roommates’ everyday lives, the show is actually completely staged, reflecting our cultures desire for artificial reality.

1. Editing

a. Critic #1

b. Critic #2

2. Scripting

a. Critic #1

b. Critic #2

3. Casting

a. Critic #1

b. Critic #2

4. …………

