Pronouns                                                    EWRT 1A 

Instructor Roberts


Indefinite Pronouns

These words are singular:

Anything, Anyone

Anybody, Neither

Either



These are plural:

Both, Few

Many, Others

Several


Collective Nouns

These words all refer to a group of people, but since this group is treated as one thing, the word is singular.

Army

Club

The pronouns that go with the words on the left are singular: “It, its, his or her”

[NOT they or them] 






The pronouns that go with the words on the left are plural: “they, them, their”



The pronouns that go with the words on the left are singular: “It, its, his or her”

[NOT they or them]

Examples (circle the correct pronoun and draw an arrow back to the word it replaces):
1. Everything was in (its /their) place.

2. Neither of my sisters wanted (her /their) picture on the school website. 

3. Everyone has the right to (his or her /their) own opinion.
4. Almost everyone waits until the last minute to file (his or her /their / your) income tax returns.

5. The company provides (their /its) employees with very generous benefits.

6. The Students for Justice Club is sponsoring a party to celebrate (its /their / there) fifteenth anniversary.

7. Every family has (its/their) share of troubles

8. We all need to know about our cultures in order to keep (it /them) alive. 
9. Once an immigrant makes it to America (they/ he or she / you) begin immediately the process of assimilation.
10. Since the early nineteenth century, communities have been defined by (your/ their) ethnic background and where you were from. 

Examples from your papers

Pronoun Reference and agreement problems

1. Since a lot of people are using Facebook as their main information resource, they can easily believe what they see on their feed without confirmation. They will simply keep sharing them on their feed ad if a hundred people do that, it possibly turns to a billion people.

2. When cyber bullying happens online, the harmful statements are published to the public; therefore it should meet or be held of a standard of decorum in order to be seen. 

3. As our communication throughout the world grows thanks to the Internet and technology, so does our tendency to criticize it and its users. 

4. Although limiting free speech can also be helpful to society as they can protect us from other possible tragedies such as screaming “fire” in a theater, it is hard to find the line for censorship for fake news because every possible solution runs into the problem of bias or infringing the first amendment.

5. Whether the Private decides to tell the truth of not, both options have its consequences, and both consequences being so close to evenly matched, the choice becomes a strong dilemma. 

6. Sometimes, people just want to stay away from their conscience in order to reach to their selfish desire, but not everyone can successfully achieve it.

Pronouns replace nouns so that we don’t have to say the names of things and people over and over.  When you use a pronoun it must match the word it replaced (singular or plural), and it has to be really clear which word it replaced. When these requirements aren’t met, the writing becomes unclear and harder to follow. 





The basic pronouns:


Subject pronouns: I, you, he, she, it, we, they. Object pronouns: me, you, him, her, it, us, them


Possessive pronouns: my (mine), your (yours), his, her(s), our(s), their(s).





Don’t use “you” when you mean people in general. In academic writing, “you” is taken literally, so it can only be used to directly address the reader, like when the writer is giving advice to readers. 





Writers often run into problems when talking about a few people, so extra vigilance is required if there are two men or two women in your example. 





Also it’s hard to know whether some words are singular or plural.  


Here are a few tricky areas:








